Common Assessment Framework (CAF)

The CAF is designed to enable early and effective assessment of children who might need additional support
The CAF is not a referral form. If through the process of completing the CAF additional support is identified over and above that which should be provided through universal services then a Multi-Agency Referral Form (MARF) should also be completed and this together with the CAF should be sent to the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) for review

The CAF should be completed using the MKSCB Levels of Need document as a guide - see mkscb.org

When completing the assessment…                                                                                                                                                                 Think family - Where concerns relate to a specific child or children or adult(s) this should be clearly identified                              Remember to focus on strengths as well as needs
1. Development of the unborn baby or child 
	Health

	If child unborn, is mother accessing appropriate ante-natal care?

Has the child received all the usual immunisations, access to GP, dentist etc?

Does the child have any health issues?  If so, what is the impact of these on their daily life?

Have they/are they receiving the treatment they need?


	

	Strengths
	

	Needs
	


	Development 

	Are there any developmental issues, including physical, emotional, behavioural concerns?

Are there any speech or language issues? 

Does the child have a disability or special education needs?

If so, how does this affect the child and the parent/carer’s ability to care for them?

Does the child share good attachments and have a sense of positive self esteem?
How does the child present; physically and emotionally?

Do they have a sense of identity and peer relationships?
Are they becoming appropriately independent for their age?

Can they accept guidance on boundaries?

	

	Strengths
	

	Needs
	


	Emotional and behavioural issues 

	Are there concerns around early attachment or mental health?
Are there problems around unsafe behaviours or anti-social or criminal activity?

Are there any substance misuse issues within the family?

	

	Strengths
	

	Needs
	


	Participation in learning, education and employment 

	Is the child regularly attending and early years setting, school, college or another educational setting?

Are they making appropriate progress? 
Do parents/carers have and high expectations and provide appropriate support for learning? 


	

	Strengths
	

	Needs
	


2. Parents and Carers

	Parental Care 

	Do any of the parents or carers experience any of the following:

· Mental health problems
· Illness
· learning difficulties
· Disability
· substance misuse
· Anti-social or criminal activity

Is the child receiving the care they need, in terms of food, warmth, shelter etc?

Is there an affectionate, stimulating family environment?

Does the child have stable relationships within the family?

Are the parents/carers able to provide guidance and boundaries?

Does the child have a good daily routine?

How does the child describe the parenting they receive?


	

	Strengths
	

	Needs 
	


3. Family and Environment
	Family and home situation

	Are there any issues in the family’s history that may be affecting the child or the parents/carers?
Is there a history of domestic abuse?

Who lives in the family home?

Are the child cultural and religious needs met?
Does the child have contact with wider family members?

Do the family have a good support network or community involvement, or do they feel isolated?

Does any of this impact on the child’s wellbeing?

	 

	Strengths
	                  

	Needs
	


	Housing, employment and financial considerations

	Can you describe the living conditions for the child and the family?
Do the family feel they are over-crowded, homeless or at risk of losing their home?

Have the family moved home frequently? 

Are there any financial issues, including debt?

Are the parents/carers in paid employment?  If not, actively seeking?
Are all young people in the household in education, training or employment? 

	

	Strengths
	                   

	Needs
	


	Is there any current or historical domestic abuse?

	

	Has the family experienced any recent significant events eg redundancy, bereavement, new baby?

	

	Are there any other risk factors that should be noted?

	For example: Pets, anyone in the home known to use illicit drugs, offending background or a mental health condition, children going missing



Comments on the assessment and consent 

	Child(ren)’s views on assessment

	If these views have not been sought – please explain why



	Parent or carer’S views on this assessment

	Mother/Stepmother/Female carer 

	If these views have not been sought – please explain why


	Father/Stepfather/Male carer

	If these views have not been sought – please explain why



	Family members - Signatures

	Signed
	
	Name
	
	Date
	

	Signed
	
	Name
	
	Date
	

	Signed 
	
	Name
	
	Date
	

	Signed
	
	Name
	
	Date
	

	Signed 
	
	Name
	
	Date

	

	Signed
	
	Name
	
	Date

	

	Signed
	
	Name
	
	Date


	


	Details of professional completing the CAF

	Name
	
	Organisation 
	


This is the end of the CAF form.

Milton Keynes CAF (Refreshed September 2015) Page 1

